THE IBIS. 


No. I. JANUARY 1859. 
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LUTLEY SCLATER and OsBert SALVIN. 


ALTHOUGH the birds of Central America are tolerably well 
known to us from the numerous travellers and collectors who 
have explored different parts of its shores, and supplied the 
museums of Europe with specimens, no writer has as yet at- 
tempted anything like a general account of the ornithology of 
this remarkable country, where winter visitants from the northern 
portion of the New World mix with others of peculiar form and 
splendid plumage, which recall to one’s memory the most brilliant 
ornaments of the tropical bird-faunas of Brazil and Cayenne. 
A considerable number of specimens having been lately trans- 
mitted to England from Guatemala—perhaps the most attract- 
ive part of the great Central-American isthmus,—and one of 
the writers of the present article having himself passed some 
months in that country, and collected specimens and made 
notes upon its birds, it has been thought that the opportunity 
should not be lost of attempting a sketch of the ornithology of 
this region, in order to form a foundation upon which a more 
complete work may hereafter be established. It is proposed, 
therefore, in the present paper, to give a list, with incidental 
remarks, of all the species of birds which are certainly known to 
inhabit Central America, from the confines of Mexico to where 
the Isthmus again contracts in the republic of Honduras, and 
the route of the proposed Honduras Interoceanic Railway gives 
a convenient southern boundary. 
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The authorities at present existing on the ornithology of this 
country are but few. The birds of Southern Mexico are known to 
us through the researches of MM. Sallé, Botteri, and Boucard* ; 
but none of these explorers have yet descended so far south as 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. Yucatan, which lies within our 
limits, was visited by Dr. Cabot, who accompanied Mr. Stephens 
in his second journey. Several interesting paperst on the 
birds of this country were the results of this expedition, but 
unfortunately no accurate list of the species obtained was ever 
published. The only account of the birds of. Guatemala that 
we are acquainted with, besides some scattered notices of new 
species by Dr. Hartlaub, the Vicomte Du Bust, and others, is 
the late Prince Bonaparte’s article in the P. Z. S. 1837, “On the 
birds collected by Col. Velasquez de Leon during a fortnight’s 
scientific tour in Guatemala.’ He gives here the names of 
thirty-nine species, some of which were then new. But several 
well-known collectors have visited parts of this country, and 
many of their specimens are now in the Derby Museum at Liver- 
pool and our National Collection. M. Delattre passed some 
time at Coban, in the Vera Paz, during one of his ‘ voyages,’ and 
has given us an account § of the habits of that magnificent bird 
the Pharomacrus paradiseus, which he first observed near that 
city. The late Mr. Dyson (whose chief object was, I believe, 
to procure the Ocellated Turkey) collected also on the Bay of 
Honduras and obtained many fine specimens. The late Sefior 
Don José Constancia, of La Antigua Guatemala, was a corre- 
spondent of the late Mr. H. E. Strickland, and sent him several 
collections of birds, some of which were figured in Sir William 


* See“ Catalogue of the Birds collected by M. Auguste Sallé in Southern 
Mexico,” by P. L. Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 283; and other papers, P. Z. S. 
1857, p. 81, p. 201, p.210, and p. 226 ; and 1858, p. 95 and p. 294. 

t See Boston Jovrnal of Natural History, iv. p. 246, and p. 460, 
v. p. 90, and p. 416; and the Appendix to vol. ii. of Stephens’s ‘Travels in 
Yucatan.’ 

t See “ Description de sept oiseaux de Guatemala, par le Dr. G. Hart- 
laub,” Rev. Zool. 1844, p. 215; “Sur une nouvelle espèce du genre 
Melanotis,” ibid. 1852, p. 460: Du Bus in Bull. Acad. Bruxelles and 
‘ Esquisses Ornithologiques.’ 

§ See Rev. Zool. 1843, p. 163. 
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Jardine’s ‘ Contributions to Ornithology*.’? Mr. Joseph Leyland 
of Liverpool has also recently visited the Bay of Honduras for 
the purpose of collecting objects of natural history. Mr. 
Thomas Moore, of the Derby Museum, has drawn up an account 
of the Mammals and Birds collected by Mr. Leyland, and has 
kindly allowed us the use of his MS., which we hope to see 
published shortly. Our southern limit, the line of the proposed 
railway through Honduras, was traversed in 1858 by Capt. G. C. 
Taylor. A list of the birds obtained by him will be found in 
the Proceedings of the Zoological Society + for the same year, 
and is our only authority upon the birds of this district. Far- 
ther southwards, the ornithology of Nicaragua has been partly 
explored by Delattret and Sallé§, and that of Veragua by 
Mr. Bridges ||, M. Warscewicz {, and the surveying expedition 
under the command of Capt. Kellett. The specimens obtained 
from the latter source are now in the British Museum. We 
believe we have now mentioned nearly, if not quite, all the 
authorities on Central American ornithology **. Of such of 
these as relate to the territory within our limits we have of 
course availed ourselves. But we have derived most assist- 
ance from the series of bird-skins which have been lately trans- 
mitted by George Ure Skinner, Esq., from Guatemala. This 
gentleman, well known for the splendid Orchids++ which he has 


* See Contr. Orn. pl. 17, pl. 33, &e. Some of the duplicates from these 
collections passed into my possession.—P. L. S. 

t See P. Z. S. 1858, p. 356. 

i See “Note sur les collections rapportées en 1853 par M. A. Delattre 
de son voyage en Californie et dans le Nicaragua par Charles Lucien, 
Prince Bonaparte,” Compt. Rend. xxxvii. and xxxviii., and also separately 
printed. 

§ The two beautiful Mammals figured in P. Z. S. 1848, pl. vi. and vii., 
Mycetes palliatus, Gray, and Sciurus dorsalis, Gray, were obtained by 
M. Sallé during this journey near Grenada in Nicaragua, and not at 
Caraccas, as there stated. 

| See P. Z. 5. 1856, p. 138. 

€T See P. Z. S. 1850, p. 162. 

** Whether Dr. Wagner and Dr. Scherzer, who have recently travelled 
through the Central American republics, collected any birds, we do not 
know, but we believe they have not yet published anything on the subject. 

tt Cattleyia skinneri, Barkeria skinnerit, Lycaste skinneri, Odonto- 
glossum grande, and many other magnificent species. 
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imported from the same country, has lately employed collect- 
ors * in several parts of the republic, more particularly at Sa- 
lamà, Cajabon, and other places in the Vera Paz; and it is to his 
exertions that science is indebted for the knowledge of the ap- 
propriately named Cotinga amabilis, for additionai specimens of 
the wonderful Oreophasis derbianus, and many other ornitholo- 
gical rarities. : 

Salvin, from whose personal observation the greater part of 
our notes are derived, reached Belize in the middie of December 
1857. After a few days’ stay, he proceeded down the coast to 
Ysabal, on the inland lake called the Golfo Dulce, and thence by 
easy stages up to the city of Guatemala, collecting by the way 
when the opportunity presented itself. Dueñas, about thirty 
miles south of the capital, situated nearly between the two vol- 
canos of Agua and Fuego, was his head-quarters during his six 
months’ residence in the country; but he also made two excur- 
sions towards the Pacific coast, and one to the lake of Atitlan in 
the Altos of Guatemala. Leaving the country towards the end 
of June last, he returned home by the Pacific coasting steamer 
and Panama. 

The part of Central America which we are now speaking of, 
being in fact a continuation of Mexico, partakes of much of the 
same general physical contour, and embraces three distinct 
faunas. The first is that of the Atlantic coast-region, or tierra 
caliente, bordering the Caribbean Sea. This varies greatly in 
breadth, extending nearly over the whole of the northern por- 
tion of the peninsula of Yucatan, but in other places being 
confined within narrow limits. It may be held to embrace all 
the eastern slope of the watershed up to the height of 4000 feet. 
Corresponding to this on the other side is the Pacific coast- 
region, also a tierra caliente, extending to about the same height 
above the sea-level. It differs, however, in being of a uniform 
narrow width of not more than 50 miles, and the descent to it 
from the table-land is abrupt, and is well defined by the volca- 
nic chain which borders the western limit of the table-land. In 
these two coast-regions occur nearly all the tropical forms which 


* We regret to hear by late accounts of the death of one of the most 
active of these—Rivera Paz, whose sevices it will be difficult to replace. 
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are represented in the ornithology of Guatemala, but we believe 
that the two faunas are nevertheless quite distinct, and that the 
same species seldom occurs in both districts. We have not yet 
sufficient information to enable us to work out this subject ; but 
we may remark, that Meleagris ocellata, Cotinga amabilis, Ram- 
phocelus passerinii, Anabates rubiginosus, and Galbula melanoge- 
mia, may all be considered as species peculiar to the Atlantic 
coast-region ; while Buteo ghiesbreghti, Ara aracanga, and others, 
appear to be confined to the Pacific. 

Between the two coast-regions, embracing the whole interior 
of the country, is the central region or table-land of Guatemala, 
varying in altitude from 4000 to 8000 feet, out of which rises 
a chain of volcanic peaks, which in some cases attain a height 
of nearly 14,000 feet. There are many forms peculiar to this 
district. In the first place, it is the winter residence of the 
greater part of the northern migrants, which abound here from 
October to the end of March. Our list will show a large 
number of these birds. Of the many residents peculiar to 
this region, we may mention as characteristic examples, Oreo- 
phasis derbianus, Pharomacrus paradiseus, Pyrgisoma biarcuatum, 
Turdus grayii and T. rufitorques, Panyptila melanoleuca, Corvus 
cacalotl (?), and Erismatura rubida. The province of Vera Paz 
is partly in the Central and partly in the Atlantic region, and the 
species collected there may consequently belong to either fauna. 

Species marked (N.A.) in the following list are such as are 
included in the fauna of the U.S., and, with a few exceptions, 
may be taken to be winter visitants to Guatemala. 


Ordo I. INSESSORES. 


Tribus I. PASSERES*. 
Subtribus I. Oscines. 
Fam. I. TURDIDÆ. 


l1. Turpvus erayil, Bp. P. Z. S. 1837, p. 118. 
This species is resident throughout the higher districts, but 
is not found lower down than at an elevation of 4000 ft. It 


* We agree very much with Mr. Wallace’s views (Ann. Nat. Hist. 1856), 
who separates the great mass of Insessores into three groups—Passeres, 
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breeds commonly at Dueñas in the months of April and May, 
making a nest of roots, fibres and small twigs with a lining of 
dry grass and fine roots. The eggs, three in number, are more 
or less covered with spots and blotches of red-brown on a 
ground of pale bluish green, the spots being more concentrated 
at the obtuse end. They measure 1 inch 24 lines in axis and 
104 lines in diameter. 

The song of Turdus grayii is very rich and of considerable 
compass, quite rivalling any of its congeners. It is a favourite 
cage-bird with the Spaniards, and enjoys the name of ‘ Sinzonte’ 
in common with all other thrushes. 


2. TuRDUS LEUCAUCHEN, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858 (Nov. 9th). 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. In the collections of P. L. S. 
and Mr. Gould. 


3. Turpus 1nruscatus, Lafr. Rev. Zool. 1848, p. 3. 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. In Sir William Jardine’s 
collection. 


4. Turpus RUFITORQUES, Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1844, p. 214; 
Du Bus, Esquisses Orn. pl. 19 et 20. 

It is only in the higher parts of the Cordillera that this species 
is found ; it occurs on the northern spur of the Volcan de Fuego, 
near a small village called Calderas, at an elevation of about 
7000 feet. At Las Gordinas, in the Altos of Guatemala, and 
about the lofty hills that surround the Lake of Atitlan, it is 
tolerably numerous. In short, wherever the evergreen oaks 
attain their maximum growth, 7’. rufitorques may be found. 


5. TuRDUS MUSTELINUS (Gm.). (N. A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


6. Turpus swarinsont (Cab.). Turdus olivaceus, Brewer, 
Baird’s Rep. p. 216. (N. A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


7. CaTHARUS MELPOMENE (Cab.), Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 97. 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


Fissirostres, and Scansores. The Passeres we divide, according to Miiller’s 
views, into Oseines and Tracheophone, the latter group passing on towards 
the Fissirostres. 
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8. MaracocicHLA DRYAS, Gould, P. Z.S. 1854, p. 285, 
ph 97. 

The Department of the Vera Paz alone seems to produce this 
species, of which examples were first transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


(Mus. Brit.) 


9. MazacocicHia MEXICANA, Bp. Compt. Rend. xliii. p. 998. 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. Also in the Derby Museum 
and the collection of the Philadelphian Academy, from Coban 
(Delattre). 


10, MELANOPTILA GLABRIROSTRIS, Sclater, P. Z.S. 1857, 
P 279: 
Omoa, Honduras (Leyland). Mus. Brit., Derb., et P. L. S. 


11. GALEOSCOPTES CAROLINENSIS (Linn.). Turdus felivoz, 
Vieill. (N. A.) i 

At Belize this bird occurs, but sparingly ; it is also found in 
Guatemala, but is probably restricted in its range to the north- 
ern coast. 


12. Mrranoris HypoLEucus, Hartlaub, Rev. Zool. 1852, 
p. 460. 

About Dueñas this Mock-bird is very common, frequenting 
the thick bushes and underwood. It is shy, and eludes obser- 
vation by skulking rather than by open flight. Its song in 
February is short and disjointed, but towards the breeding 
season it improves in quality. The food of M. hypoleucus con- 
sists chiefly of berries; but, as it is also often to be observed 
searching about the roots of trees and amongst dead leaves, in- 
sects and their larvee may probably be included. This species 
forms a very slight nest, using small twigs for its construction 
with a lining of fine roots. The structure is usually placed in 
a thick bush about 9 or 10 feet from the ground. The eggs are 
laid about the end of May, and are three in number, rather 
elongated in form and uniform greenish blue in colour. They 
measure, axis l inch 2 lines, diam. 9 lines. 


13. Mimus eracus, Cab. Mus. Hein. p. 33. 
This bird seems to have a universal range over the whole 
Republic, including British Honduras. Skins from Belize and 
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from Salama, in the Department of Vera Paz, present no differ- 
ences. It is a favourite cage-bird with the Spaniards. Its 
food is principally berries. 


Fam. Il. SYLVIID Æ. 


14, Sraria witsont (Sw.). (N. A.) 

“ El azulejo” It is only in the more open districts of the 
elevated region that this Blue-bird is found; in such localities, 
however, it is numerous. ` 

Some Guatemala skins of this species are very pale below, on 
the belly quite white. Others are intermediate between this 
and the deep red of the more northern bird. We have not ob- 
served the same variation in Mexican examples. 


15. ReeuLus caLenpuLa (Linn.). (N. A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


Fam. HI. TROGLODYTID Æ. 


16. CaAMPYLORHYNCHUS CAPISTRATUS (Less.). Prcolaptes ca- 
pistratus, Des Mur, Icon. Orn. pl. 63. 
Often transmitted from Belize and Honduras. 


17. TuryotHorus ruFALBUS, Lafr. Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 387 ; 
Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 140. 

This Wren is tolerably numerous and a resident at Dueñas. It 
is to be found in moderately thick forest, but seems rather to 
seek single trees of dense foliage than thickly grown underwood. 


18. CISTOTHORUS ELEGANS, sp. nov. 


Supra murino-brunneus, nigro transversim obsolete fasciatus ; 
capitis antici et interscapulii plumis nigris, stra mediali 
distinct sordidé alba ornatis: alis et cauda fasciis alternis 
pallidé brunneis et nigris extus notatis: primariorum 
pogoniis internis pallidé nigricanti-cinereis: cauda nigra ; 
rectricum lateralium pogonio externo et pogonii interni 
parte terminali pallidè fulvis, maculis quadratis nigris varie- 
gatis : subtùs ochracescenti-albidus, unicolor, gutture dilu- 
tiore, ferè albo, lateribus et crisso paulò saturatioribus : 
rostro superiore fusco, inferiore cum pedibus pallidè flavidis : 
long. tota 4°30, ale 1°75, caudæ 1°75, rostri à rictu ‘6, 
tarsi 7. 
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A single specimen only was shot by Salvin amongst the 
rushes on the banks of the lake of Duenas, where it appeared to 
be scarce. 

This apparently hitherto unnoticed Wren rather resembles the 
N. American Cistothorus brevirostris, but is much larger in di- 
mensions and more distinctly marked. 


19. TroGLopYTES AEDON (Vieill.). (N. A.) 
Undoubted examples of this bird have been transmitted by 
Mr. Skinner ; but it is uncertain whether this agrees with the 


common wren at Dueñas, specimens of which were not col- 
lected. 


Fam. IV. ALAUDID/. 


20. ANTHUS LUDOVICIANUS (Gm.). (N. A.) 

A small flock of about twelve were seen in the open land near 
Dueñas, about the middle of February: They were apparently 
on passage, and did not remain. 


Fam. V. PARIDÆ. 
Subfam. POLIOPTILINÆ. 


21. PoLIoPTILA MEXICANA (Bp.). Culicivora mexicana, Bp. 
Consp. p. 316? 

This bird is not uncommon at Dueñas, frequenting low bushy 
trees. It seems to extend its range through a great variety of 
temperature, as a single individual was seen in the month of 
February 14,000 feet above the level of the sea, on the summit 
of the Volcan de Agua. It does not remain to breed. 

Specimens from Guatemala agree with those collected by 
M. Sallé in the State of Vera Cruz. They are much more 
cinereous than P. cerulea of N. America, and have no appearance 
of a frontal band im either sex. It is not yet certain whether 
they are anything more than P. cerulea in winter plumage. 


Fam. VI. MNIOTILTID Æ. 
Subfam. SIURINÆ. 


22. SIURUS AURICAPILLUS (Gm.). (N. A.) 
Numerous examples of this species have been forwarded 
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through Mr. Skinner from the Vera Paz. It occurs but very 
sparingly at Dueñas in the month of February. 


23. SIURUS NOVEBORACENSIS (Gm.). (N. A.) 

Just outside the town of Belize, and beyond that part called 
Yarborough, this is a very common bird in the month of De- 
cember. 


Subfam. MNIOTILTINÆ. 


24. Minotiuta varia (Linn.). (N. A.) 

At Belize, as well as throughout the more ‘elevated portions 
of Guatemala, this bird is found; it seems to be pretty equally 
and generally spread over the whole country. It is migratory 
at Duefias, leaving that district in the spring. 


25. PaRULA AMERICANA (Linn.). (N. A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


26, PARULA SUPERCILIOSA (Hartl.). Conirostrum superciliosum, 
Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1844, p. 215; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 299. 

Originally described from Guatemalan specimens by Dr. Hart- 
laub. 


27. GEOTHLYPIS TRICHAS (Linn.). (N. A.) 

This is perhaps the commonest species of the Mniotiltide 
about Dueñas, but like all the rest is migratory. It is usually 
to be found in the neighbourhood of water, and frequents the 
reeds surrounding the Lake of Dueñas, and the bushes on the 
banks of its outlet to the River Guacalate. 


28. GEOTHLYPIS MACGILLIVRAYII (Aud.). Sylvia tolmiai, 
Townsend. (N. A.) 

Throughout the district lying between the Volcanos of Agua 
and Fuego this species is by no means uncommon, frequenting 
the outskirts of the forest and the edges of the clearings. The 
distinctive marks over and under the eye, by which G. macgil- 
livrayii is distinguished from G. philadelphica, are very apparent 
in a living or freshly-shot bird. 

29. Ororornis ForMosA (Wilson); Baird, Report, p. 247. 
(N. A.) 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 
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30. HELMITHERUS VERMIVoRUS (Lath.); Baird, Rep. p. 252. 
(N. A.) 


Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


381. HetMintHopHaca PINUS (Linn.); Baird, Rep. p. 254. 
(N. A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


32. Denproica vireNS (Gm.). (N. A.) 

This species occurs but sparingly at Duefias, where it is a 
winter visitant. Specimens also have been transmitted by Mr. 
Skinner and by Sefior Constancia. 


33. DENDROICA TOWNSENDII, Baird, Rep. p. 269. (N. A.) 

D. townsendii is also a winter visitant at Dueñas, and though 
more frequently met with than D. virens, is by no means 
abundant. 


e 


34. Denprorca coronata (Linn.). (N. A.) 

This bird frequents the more open districts about Duefias, 
preferring scattered bushes to the denser underwood. It is an 
abundant species, especially between Dueñas and the village of 
Alotenango, in the winter season. 


35. DENDROICA BLACKBURNIA (Gm.). (N.A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner and Señor Constancia. 
36. Denprorca castaNEA (Wilson). (N. A.) 


37. Denproica zstiva (Gm.). (N. A.) 


38. Denproica maculosa (Gm.). (N. A.) 
Specimens of all these three Wood-warblers have been trans- 
mitted by Mr. Skinner. 


39. MyiopioctEes mirratus (Gm.). (N. A.) 


Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. Also collected by Capt. Taylor 
near Comayagua (see P. Z. S. 1858, p. 358). 


40. MyiopioctTEs pusiLius (Wils.). (N. A.) 
A common migratory species at Duefias, where it is only 
found during the winter season. 


41. Mytopiocres CANADENSIS (Linn.). (N. A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 
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42. SETOPHAGA RUTICILLA (Linn.). (N. A.) 
At Belize this species occurs in the winter. 


43. SETOPHAGA PICTA (Sw.). 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


44, SETOPHAGA FLAMMEA, Kaup, P. Z.S. 1851, p. 49. S. in- 
termedia, Hartl. R. Z. 1852, p. 5. | 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner and Señor Constancia. Distinct 
from the Mexican Setophaga miniata. The specimen from Gua- 
temala described in Baird’s Report (p. 299) without doubt belongs 
here. 


Fam. VII. VIREONIDZ. 


Subfam. ICTERIINÆ. 

45. [CTERIA VELASQUEZI, Bp. P. Z.S. 1837, p. 117. 

We rather doubt the distinctness of the southern specimens 
of Icteria from those of the United States (J. polyglotta and 
I. longicauda), and believe they may be referred to the winter 
dress of the latter. 

Subfam. VIREONINÆ. 
46. VIREOSYLVIA OLIVACEA (Linn.); Baird’s Rep. p. 329. 


(N. A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


47. VIREOSYLVIA FLAVO-VIRIDIS, Cassin, Pr. Ac. Sc. Philad. 
(1851) v. p. 152, pl. 11; Baird, Rep. p. 332. 
In coll. P. L. S., received from Don José Constancia. 


48. VIREOSYLVIA PHILADELPHICA, Cassin, Pr. Ac. Se. Philad. 
v. p. 153. pl. 10. fig. 2; Baird, Rep. p. 8385. (N. A.) 

In coll. O. S. received from Mr. Skinner. 

49, VIREO FLAVIFRONS, Vieill.; Baird, Rep. p. 841. (N. A.) 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


50. VIREOLANIUS PULCHELLUS, sp. nov. 


Lætè psittaceo-viridis: pileo cyaneo: gutture flavo: forma et 
statura Vireolanii icterophryos. 
A single specimen of this beautiful bird is in the British 
Museum, received from Mr. Skinner through Mr. Gould. 
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51. CYCLORHIS FLAVIVENTRIS, Lafr. Rev. Zool. 1842, p. 133. 
Transmitted by Sefior Constancia and Mr. Skinner. 


Fam. VIII. HIRUNDINID ZA. 


52. HIRUNDO HORREORUM, Barton ; Baird, Rep. p.308.(N.A.) 

This species, or one very closely resembling it, was observed 
by Salvin near Dueñas, in April 1858. 

53. PETROCHELIDON BICOLOR (Vieill.). (N. A.) 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. In Mr. Gould’s collection. 

54, PETROCHELIDON THALASSINA, Sw. Phil. Mag.1827,p.365. 
(INES) 

Early in March great numbers of this beautiful species occur 
near Duefias, where they remain but for a short time; during 


that time they are to be found flying over the open tanta to the 
south of the lake. 


55. ATricorna PILEATA, Gould, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 355. 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


56. CoTyLE SERRIPENNIs (Aud.). (N.A.) 

In a gorge on the River Guacalate this Swallow is especially 
abundant, but it is also found elsewhere about Dueñas. Greater 
numbers appear in the winter months, but a few are to be found 
all through the year. 

57. PROGNE DOMINICENSIS (Gm.). 

A skin, transmitted by Mr. Skinner, seems to agree most 
nearly with this species. 


Fam. IX. AMPELID A. 
Subfam. AMPELIN. 

58. AMPELIS CEDRORUM, Vieill. (N. A.) 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner, and said to be an occasionally 
abundant winter visitant. Bombycilla marie, Coinde (Grenoble, 
1857), seems to be nothing more than this bird. 

Subfam. PTILOGONYDINÆ. 


59. PTILOGONYS CINEREUS (Sw.). 
Transmitted by Señor Constancia to the late Mr. Strickland ; 
and also in Mr. Skinnev’s series. 
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60. MYIADESTES OBSCURUS, Lafr. 

Every wooded ravine in the elevated region resounds with the 
strange song of this bird, which, from its remarkable character, 
has procured for the songster the title of ‘ Guarda barranca. 
The notes have a metallic ringing im their tone, and though 
peculiar, are extremely soft in their cadence. It is a bird that, 
of all others, when once heard and known, associates itself with 
all that is beautiful in the grand mountain-scenery of Guatemala. 
Deservedly this is a favourite cage-bird with the Spanish ladies, 
and few houses are without it. 


Fam. X. CŒREBIDÆ. 


61. CŒREBA LUCIDA, sp. nov. 


Affinis C. cerulee ex Cayenna, et rostro simillimo, sed colore 
ceruleo-viridescente, gulé media usque ad pectus nigra, 
alis et tarsis longioribus distinguenda. Long. ale 2-4. 


Numerous specimens transmitted by Mr. Skinner seem to 
agree in the above distinctions. 


62. CHLOROPHANES ATRICAPILLA, Vieill. ? 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. We have not yet had an op- 
portunity of comparing this with southern specimens. 


63. Digtossa BARITULA, Wagl. Isis, 1832, p. 281; Gray & 
Mitch. Gen. pl. 42. 
Transmitted by Sefior Constancia and Mr. Skinner. 


Fam. XI. TANAGRIDÆ. 


64. SALTATOR ATRICEPS (Less.). Arremon giganteus, Bp. 
P. Z. 8. 1837, p. 117; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 358. Pyrrhula 
raptor, Cabot. 

Comayagua, Honduras (Taylor): common in Yucatan (Cabot). 


65. SALTATOR MAGNOIDES (Lafr.). 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 

66. SALTATOR GRANDIS (Licht.); Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 72. 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner in the state described as adult. 
Specimens procured at Dueñas are all in the stage described by 


Lafresnaye as S. icterophrys, and may perhaps, after all, turn 
out to be distinct. It is there not uncommon, frequenting the 
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thick bushy underwood. Its food consists principally of small 
fruits and berries. 


67. BUARREMON BRUNNEINUCHUS (Lafr.). a 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


68. BUARREMON CHRYSOPOGON, Bp., Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, 
p. 86. 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner, showing that the locality given 
in the Paris Museum (California) is wrong. 


69. Lanio aurantius, Lafr. Rev. Zool. 1846, p. 204. 
Procured in Honduras by Dyson. Maus. Brit. 


70. PH@NICOTHRAUPIS RUBICOIDES (Lafr.). 
Transmitted by Sefior Constancia and by Mr. Skinner. 


71. Pyranea astiva (Gm.). (N.A.) 

This bird enjoys an almost universal range throughout the 
Republic of Guatemala. It occurs in December, at the mouth 
of the Rio Dulce, in the pine-ridges near Quirigua, and in fact 
along the whole road from the port of Izabal to the city of 
Guatemala, a distance of about 80 leagues. At Duefias P. 
éstiva is common, occurring during the winter months, 


72. PyRANGA HEPATICA (Sw.); Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 24. 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


73. PyRaneGa Lupoviciana (Wilson). (N.A. 

P. ludoviciana occurs near the village of Alotenango, situated 
between the Volcanos of Agua and Fuego, at an elevation of 
about 5000 feet, but is anything but a common species. Speci- 
mens also have been sent from the Vera Paz. 


74. PyRANGA ERYTHROMELANA (Licht.). 

P. erythromelena is common on the Pacific coast in the month 
of March, and occurs abundantly near Santa Lucia, a village 
distant about 12 leagues from Escuintla. It is also found in 


the Vera Paz. 


75. PYRANGA ROSEOGULARIS, Cabot, Bost. Journ. Nat. Hist. 
wap. 4163 Sclater, E. A.S. 1857, p. 6. 
Discovered in Yucatan by Dr. Cabot. 
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76. KAMPHOCELUS PASSERINII, Bp.; Sclater, P. Z.S. 1856, 
p. 130. 

It is on the eastern sea-board, and not on the southern slope 
of the Cordillera, that R. passerinii occurs. At Izabal, the port 
of Guatemala, on the Gulf of Dulce, it is tolerably numerous. 
Skins also have been sent from Cajabon in the Department of 
the Vera Paz. This bird is readily distinguishable from the 
New Grenadian R. flammigerus by its smaller size. 


77. RAMPHOCELUS SANGUINOLENTUS (Less.), Cent. Zool. 
pl. 39. 

This magnificent species is found on the hot sea-board of the 
Bay of Honduras. Mr. Dyson obtained specimens on the Cha- 
malican River. 


78. Tanagra piaconus (Less.). 
Transmitted by Sefior Constancia. 


79. Tanaera vicarivs (Less.), Cent. Zool. pl. 68 (1830). 
Tanagra abbas, Licht. Preis-Verz. 1831. 

This Tanager is resident, but not very numerous, at Duefias. 
It has also been sent from the Vera Paz. In the month of May 
it builds a compact nest, composed of small twigs with a little 
wool, and lined with a few pieces of dead flag, fine roots, 
and horsehair. The nest, usually in a cypress or other thick- 
growing tree, is placed on the upper part of a branch, and about 
ten or twelve feet from the ground. The eggs, three in number, 
are spotted or blotched with three shades of reddish brown on a 
pale bluish-grey ground. Axis 104 lines, diam. 8 lines. 


80. CALLISTE LARVATA, Du Bus. 
Procured by the late Mr. Dyson during his voyage up the 
Chamalican River, but appears to be scarce. 


81. EupHonia ELEGANTISsIMA (Bp.). Pipra elegantissima, 
Bp. P. Z. 8. 1837, P 112. 
Procured in Guatemala by Coi. Velasquez de Leon. 


82. Eupnonta arrinis (Less.), Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 274. 


83. EUPHONIA HIRUNDINACEA, Bp. P.L.S. 1837, p. 117; 
Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 278. 
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The specimens whence Prince Bonaparte took his description 
were procured in Guatemala by Col. Velasquez de Leon: Señor 
Constancia has also transmitted examples. 


84, EupHonta GouLpt, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1857, p. 66. pl. 124. 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


85. CHLOROPHONIA OCCIPITALIS (Du Bus), Sclater, P. Z.S. 
1856, p. 270. 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. In Sir William Jardine’s col- 
lection. 


Fam. XII. FRINGILLID Æ. 


86. HepyMELEs LUDOVICIANUS, Linn. (N. A.) 

It would appear that this bird is abundant in the Vera Paz, 
as numbers of skins have been transmitted by Mr. Skinner. It 
does not occur at Dueñas, but is a common cage-bird in the city 
of Guatemala. 


87. SPERMOPHILA MORELETII, Bp. Consp. p. 497. ` 

This bird was originally discovered near the lake of Peten by 
M. Morelet, and was described from his specimens in the Paris 
Museum by Prince Bonaparte. It is not an uncommon species 
about Dueñas, where it is generally to be found amongst the tall 
reeds on the edge of the lake. It occurs also at Belize. 


88. VOLATINIA JACARINA (Linn.), Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, 
p. 305. 

Transmitted by Señor Constancia. Whether this is the true 
jacarina must remain doubtful, until the several species con- 
founded under that name are worked out. The present bird has 
white feathers on the bend of the wings above, and the under- 
coverts black. 


89. Cyanospiza CIRIS (Linn.); Baird, Rep. p. 503. (N. A.) 

Though of rather unfrequent occurrence at Dueñas, this bird 
is abundant on the Pacific coast, evidently preferring the hot to 
the more temperate districts. Capt. Taylor procured a specimen 
at Comayagua, in the centre of the State of Honduras. See 
P. Z. S. 1857, p. 358. 


90. CYANOSPIZA VERSICOLOR (Bp.). 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. Maus. Brit. 
VOL. I. c 
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91. Cyanospiza CYANEA (Linn.). (N. A.) 

This is a winter visitant at Duefias, where it cannot be said to 
be abundant. Mr. Skinner having transmitted many skins, it 
may be supposed to occur more frequently in other parts. 


92. ZONOTRICHIA PILEATA (Bodd.). Z. matutina, auct. 

Quite an abundant species and resident at Duefias and on 
the plain of Antigua Guatemala, where it may constantly be 
seen about the ‘nopal’ (Cactus cochinellifer) in the cochineal 
plantations, and the mud walls surrounding them. The bird 
builds a nest outwardly of strong grass roots and small twigs, 
and inwardly of horse-hair. The eggs, two in number, are 
spotted or blotched with deep red on a pale bluish-green ground. 
They measure, axis 10 lines, diam. 74 lines. 


93. PassERCULUS LINCOLNI (Aud.). 
This species was found about the reeds on the margin of the 
lake in February, but it is not common. 


94. PyRGIsoMA BIARCUATUM (Lafr.), Voy. Venus, Ois. 
pl. 6; Bp. Consp. p. 486. Atlapetes rubricatus, Cab. Mus. 
Hein. p. 140. 

This species is not uncommon about Duefias, and is resident. 
It frequents the thick underwood, but is generally found near 
the more open and cultivated districts. It builds a very deep 
nest composed of dead leaves and sticks, with a few horse-hairs 
inside. This structure is placed in a low bush about 5 or 6 feet 
from the ground. The eggs, two in number, are closely but 
distinctly spotted with red on a ground of creamy white; they 
measure, axis l inch, diam. 84 lines. It seems very doubtful 
whether the genus Pyrgisoma can be held to be really distinct 
from Wagler’s Atlapetes. 


95. CoturnicuLus passerinus (Wilson). (N. A.) 
Transmitted by Sefior Constancia and Mr. Skinner. 


96. HÆMOPHILA RUFESCENS (Sw.). 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. Mus. Brit. 


97. HuspizaA AMERICANA (Gm.). (N.A.) 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 
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98. CoccoTHRAUSTES ABEILLII (Less.). Gutraca abeillii, Less. 
Rev. Zool. 1839, p. 4l. 

Mr. Gould has received an example of this beautiful bird from 
Mr. Skinner. 


99. CHRYSOMITRIS MEXICANA (Sw.). 
Transmitted by Sefior Constancia to Mr. Strickland. In coll. 
Pols 


Fam. XIII. ICTERID 2. 
Subfam. AGELÆINÆ. 


100. AceLÆUs PHÆNICEUS (Linn.). 

The females of this species congregate in large flocks near the 
lake of Dueñas, feeding about the swampy grass on the edge of 
the water. The males are always separate, and generally to be 
seen on a single twig of a bush or low tree, uttering their mono- 
tonous cry. At Dueñas they are resident all the year round, and 
build in the reeds that surround the lake, deferring the period 
of incubation till the month of June. 


101. STURNELLA HIPPOCREPIS, Wagi. (?) 

Not only at Duefias, where it is common about the open land, 
but through all the open plains of the higher region, 1s this bird 
found. At the former place it is most abundant in the winter 
months, but some few pairs remain to breed. 


Subfam. ÍCTERINÆ. 


102. CACICUS MONTEZUMÆ (Less.) Cent. Zool. pl. 7. 
Procured by Capt. Taylor at Taulevi, Honduras: seen once 
at Iguana near Izabal, in the Atlantic coast-region. 


103. OcyaLus WAGLERI, Gray and Mitch. Gen. of B. pl. 8. 
Transmitted by Mr. Skinner from Cajabon, Vera Paz. 


104. CassicuLus PREVOSTI (Less.). 

Occurs sparingly at Duefias. Is generally seen in the thick 
trees, where it seems to employ itself in breaking the dead twigs, 
and so attracts attention by the sound. 

105. Iererus cutaris (Wagl.). 


Transmitted by Mr. Skinner from the Vera Paz, and collected 
C2 
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by Capt. Taylor near Comayagua, Honduras (P. Z.S. 1858, 
p. 358). 

106. Icrerus pEctoRALIs (Wagl.). 

Also from the Vera Paz (Mr. Skinner). 


107. ICTERUS GIRAUDI, Cassin. 
Confer P.Z.S. 1857, p. 227. Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


108. Icterus cucuLLatus (Sw.). 

A single specimen, apparently referable to this species, was 
shot in December at Belize, where it is known by the name of 
the “ Banana-bird,” a title doubtless common to all the genus. 
It differs from Mexican specimens in having the black ex- 
tending above and behind the eye, and it will be necessary to 
make further comparisons. 


109. IcrERUSs waGLERti, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1857, p. 7. 
This is the only one of the genus found about Dueñas, where 
it is not uncommon. 


110. ICTERUS PROSTHEMELAS, Strickland, Contr. Grn. 1850, 
pel 203 pl 62. 


A close ally of the preceding. Transmitted by Mr. Skinner. 


111. ICTERUS BALTIMORENSIS (Linn.), Bp. P. Z. S. 1837, 
p. 116. 
Transmitted from the Vera Paz by Mr. Skinner. 


112. ICTERUS AFFINIS, Lawrence. 

This small variety of the Orchard Oriole has been transmitted 
by Mr. Skinner. Prof. Baird does not consider it truly distinct 
from J. spurius. 


118. QuiscaLus MacruRUs (Sw.). 

This species plays the part of the sparrow in Guatemala, and 
seeks the abode of man as that familiar bird does in Europe. It 
frequents the larger towns as well as the villages. Its favourite . 
resort is the stable, where it scratches for its food among the 
ordure of the horses; sometimes perching on the backs of 
these animals and ridding them of their ticks; and now and 
then flying on to the manger and picking up stray grains of 
maize. It breeds in societies at Dueñas, selecting the willows 
that grow near the lake and the reeds on its banks for its nests. 
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The breeding season seems to extend over some length of time, 
and in the month of May young birds and fresh eggs may be 
found in nests in the same tree. On the coast, young ones 
nearly capable of flying were seen in the early part of March. 
The nest is usually made of grass and placed among thin upright 
branches, the grass being entwined round each twig to support 
the structure. The number of eggs seldom exceeds three ; they 
are curiously marked with black spots on a bluish-grey ground. 
They measure, axis 1 inch 4 lines, diam. 114 lines. 

Capt. Taylor procured specimens of this bird near Comayagua. 


Fam. XIV. CORVID Æ. 
Subfam. CORVINÆ. 


114. Corvus cacaLotL, Wagler: Bp. P.Z.5. 1837, p. 115? 

A true Raven occurs tolerably abundantly about the plains of 
Chimaltenango, at an altitude of 6000 feet. It sometimes de- 
scends to Dueñas, but rarely. It was also once observed near 
the village of Estansuelas, on the entrance to the plain of Zacapa. 
‘Specimens have not yet been obtained, and it is only doubtfully 
referred, following Bonaparte, to Corvus cacalotl of Wagler. 


115. CYANOCITTA MELANOCYANEA, Hartlaub, Rev. Zool. 1844, 
p. 215; Bp. Consp. p. 378. 

Throughout the wooded parts near Dueñas this Jay is com- 
mon, and the only species. It is resident all the year, breeding 
in the months of April and May. It makes a loose nest of small 
twigs, and lays four eggs of a brick-red colour, spotted and 
blotched with a darker shade of the same. They measure, axis 
1 inch 3 lines, diam. 104 lines. 

116. CYANOCITTA ORNATA (Less.). 

Transmitted by Mr. Skinner’s collector from Cajabon. Also 
extends to Honduras. 

117. Cyanocrrta PUMILO, Strickl. Contr. Orn. 1849, p. 122, 


pl. 33; Bp. Consp. p. 378. 
Originally described from specimens transmitted by Sefior 
Constancia. It is perfectly distinct from the Mexican Cyanocitta 


nana. See P. Z. S. 1857, p. 204. 
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118. CYANOCORAX GUATEMALENSIS, Bp. Consp. p. 380. 
Also from Cajabon and Honduras. 


119. Cyanurus coronatus (Sw.). Garrulus coronatus, Sw. 
Phil. Mag. 1827, p. 437; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 359. 

Transmitted by Señor Constancia. Observed in the barranco 
of Los Chocoyos, in the Altos of Guatemala. 


120. Catocirra rorMosa (Sw.). Cyanurus bullockii, Bp. 
P. Z. 5. 1837, p. 115. 

Found abundantly on both the Atlantic and Pacific coast- 
regions, but never ascends to the central region. 


121. Psitorwinus Morio (Wagl.). 
Occurs on the eastern coast between Quirigua and Iguana, on 
the road to Guatemala. 


[To be continued. } 


1I.— Notes on Birds observed in Southern Palestine, in the months 
of March and April 1858. By the Rev. H. B. Tristram, 
ECS. 


THERE is, perhaps, no country frequented by travellers whose 
Fauna is so little known as that of Palestine. This may arise 
partly from the more absorbing associations of sacred and his- 
torical interest, which are of themselves more than sufficient to 
occupy the attention during the short period usually allotted to 
a tour in Palestine; and partly from the extreme difficulty and 
even danger of pursuing researches in a region so unsettled 
and lawless. 

The following list makes no pretension to anything like com- 
pleteness, as ornithology was by no means the principal object 
of the writer’s expedition, and the districts most abounding 
in birds, as the Lebanon, the upper waters of the Jordan, and 
the wooded regions of Northern Palestine, were not visited by 
him at all. 

It is put forth rather in the hope that the fact of so many 
rare and interesting species having been observed in so short a 
time, may induce succeeding travellers to endeavour to supply 


